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Completing the 
Master Plan 

This  is  the  second-‐‑to-‐‑last  newsletter  for  the  City  of  Austin  Historic  
Cemeteries  Master  Plan  project!  By  the  time  you  read  this,  the  project  
team  will  have  published  the  draft  master  plan  for  public  review  and  
feedback.  The  fifth  and  final  community  meeting  will  have  taken  place  
(on  January  24)  to  present  the  draft  treatment  plans  and  priorities.  PARD  
cultural  resources  specialist  and  project  manager  Kim  McKnight  will  be  
making  plans  to  present  the  draft  master  plan  to  boards,  commissions,  
and  eventually  City  Council.  In  this  newsletter,  you’ll  find  a  recap  of  the  
draft  master  plan.  We  look  forward  to  your  comments!    

THANK YOU! 
From  the  entire  Cemeteries  Master  Plan  
team  to  everyone  who  has  participated  
in  this  process,  our  sincere  thanks.  We  
could  not  have  done  it  without  you!  

FIVE HISTORIC CEMETERIES. 
FIVE TEAM PARTNERS. 

FIVE COMMUNITY MEETINGS. 
HUNDREDS OF STAKEHOLDERS. 

ONE MASTER PLAN. 
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The following are general guidelines 
regarding the treatment of the five 
historic cemeteries: 

• Maintain significant features of 
the historic cemeteries in good 
condition. Repair all condition 
issues identified as areas of 
concern in order of priorities 
detailed in subsequent chapters 
of this plan. 

• Base all work involving 
historically significant features 
on documentation discovered 
through primary and secondary 
sources as described in the rest of 

1

To  determine  the  best  course  of  
action  for  the  cemeteries,  the  master  
plan  team  evaluated  four  options  
for  treatment:  preservation,  
restoration,  rehabilitation,  and  
reconstruction.  The  team  
determined  that  rehabilitation  is  
the  appropriate  choice.  This  
approach  allows  for  protection  of  
the  historic    character  of  these  

Preservation Treatment Approach 

General Management Guidelines 
Many of the Master Plan team’s recommendations apply to 

all five cemeteries. They are presented in this section. 

2

the master plan. If further 
documentary evidence is 
discovered subsequent to the 
final publication of this plan, 
append it to the plan and include 
it in considerations for treatment. 

•  Document all alterations to 
historically significant landscape 
features through “before and 
after” drawings and photographs. 

•  Use the latest technologies, 
including GIS, GPS, remote 
sensing, and new archaeological 
methodologies, such as ground 
penetrating radar, in order to 

3

locate and identify landscape 
features, such as unmarked 
graves. 

• Ensure that any construction, 
demolition, or maintenance 
activity that involves ground 
disturbance is monitored by 
a qualified archaeologist. 
Involve archaeologists in 
early planning for new 
projects. 

Detailed recommendations are 
given for wayfinding, care of 
historic trees and shrubs, 
preserving historic grave 
markers, irrigation, and more. 

2

cemeteries  and  their  resources,  
while  carefully  addressing  the  need  
for  conservation  work,  
enhancement  of  interpretive  
opportunities,  improved 
circulation,  cemetery  services  
expansions,  and  the  replacement  or  
addition  of  visitor  amenities.  Such  
work  is  necessary  to preserve  
historic  cemetery  features,  but  also  

3

serves  to  increase  public  interest  
and  generate  funding  sources  for  
conservation  work.    It  allows  for  
project-‐‑based  preservation,  
restoration,  or  reconstruction  
projects  if  needed  and  supported  
by  documentation.  
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Top  “Priority  One”  projects  for  
each  of  the  cemeteries  —  to  be  
completed  in  1–2  years  —  are  
listed  below.  Additional  Priority  
Two  and  Priority  Three  projects  
are  listed  in  the  master  plan  as  
well.  Please  note  that  most  of  these  
projects  are  not  funded  at  this  time.  

Oakwood  Cemetery  

• Replace  shade  trees.  

• Limit  vehicular  access  on  
unpaved  driveways  with  
removable  bollards.  

• Divert  some  area  stormwater  
before  it  reaches  the  concrete  
drainage  channel.  

• Locate  and  map  unmarked  
graves.  

• Survey  grave  marker  
conditions  and  prioritize  for  
repair/conservation/resetting.  

Oakwood  Cemetery  Annex  

• Replace  boundary  fence  with  
metal  picket  fence.    
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• Survey  grave  marker  
conditions  and  prioritize  for  
repair/conservation/resetting.  

Plummers  Cemetery    

• Locate  and  map  unmarked  
graves  within  the  cemetery  
and  surrounding  area.  

• Protect  the  cemetery  from  
vehicle  accidents  by  adding  
native  stone  boulders  along  
Springdale  Road.  

• Limit  vehicular  access  to  the  
grassy  paths  in  the  cemetery  
with  removable  bollards.  

• Survey  grave  marker  
conditions  and  prioritize  for  
repair/conservation/resetting.  

• Document,  stabilize,  and  
preserve  unique  works  of  art  
and  craft.  

Evergreen  Cemetery  

• Develop  new  cemetery  
entrance  on  Tillery  Street  with  
visitor  kiosk,  parking  space,  
and    accessible  restroom.  
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• Remove  existing  restroom  
and  associated  utilities  once  
new  restroom  is  in  place.  

• Organize  12th  Street  signage  
into  one  unit.  

• Replace  shade  trees.  

• Survey  grave  marker  
conditions  and  prioritize  for  
repair/conservation/resetting.  

• Move  maintenance  yard.  

Austin  Memorial  Park  Cemetery  

• Renovate  cemetery  offices.  

• Replace  chain  link  fence  along  
Hancock  Drive.  

• Design  and  construct  new  
cemetery  sign  between  the  
entrance  gate  piers.  

• Develop  kiosk  with  historical  
and  wayfinding  information.  

• Create  wayfinding  signs  
within  the  cemetery,  
including  new  names  for  the  
cemetery  drives.  

Existing Conditions 
and Treatment 

Recommendations 
Austin’s five historic cemeteries need 

attention in a number of areas.  
Our multi-year treatment plan 

includes a prioritized project list 
for each cemetery. 

Adaptive  re-‐‑u
se  of  the  drain

age  channel  at
  

Oakwood  as  a
  bioswale  plan

ter  is  an  optio
n.  
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The  Master  Plan  includes  policy  and  funding  
recommendations  in  10  areas.  Here  are  very  brief  
summaries  of  each  section.  

Regulations  and  Laws:  Combine  code  enforcement  
with  public-‐‑private  funding  partnerships  in  a  future  
City  ordinance  to  address  deteriorated  grave  sites  that  
present  a  threat  to  public  health  or  safety.  

Cemetery  Oversight:  Consider  collaboration  with  
PARD’s  History,  Art,  and  Nature  Program;  Oakwood  
Cemetery,  Oakwood  Annex,  and  Plummers  Cemetery  
should  be  managed  as  historic  sites  with  educational  
programming.  Establish  a  Cemetery  Advisory  
Committee  to  provide  specialist-‐‑level  review  of  
Certificate  of  Appropriateness  applications  to  support  
the  Landmarks  Commission’s  COA  review  process.  
  
Emergency  Preparedness:  Develop  a  cultural  resources  
emergency/disaster  plan,  following  best  practices  
developed  around  the  United  States.  

Policy and Funding 
Recommendations 

Contact Information for City Officials 
Mayor  and  City  Council  
Austin  City  Hall    
301  W.  Second  St.  Second  Floor  
Austin,  TX  78701    
Mayor  Steve  Adler  

City  Council  Members:  
Ora  Houston  –  District  1  
Delia  Garza  –  District  2  
Sabino  “Pio”  Renteria  –  District  3  
Gregorio  “Greg”  Casar  –  District  4  
Ann  Kitchen  –  District  5  
Don  Zimmerman  –  District  6  
Leslie  Pool  –  District  7  
Ellen  Troxclair  –  District  8  
Kathie  Tovo  –  District  9  
Sheri  Gallo  –  District  10  

Office  of  the  City  Manager    
P.  O.  Box  1088,  Austin,  TX  78767  
512-‐‑974-‐‑2200      

City  Manager  Marc  Ott  

Deputy  City  Manager    
Michael  McDonald  

Assistant  City  Managers:  
Rey  Arellano  
Robert  Goode  
Sue  Edwards  
Bert  Lumbreras  
Anthony  Snipes  

Parks  and  Recreation  Department  
P.  O.  Box  1088,  Austin,  TX  78767  
512-‐‑974-‐‑9467  

Director  Sara  Hensley  

Assistant  Directors:  
Kimberly  McNeeley  
Cora  Wright  
  
Project  Coordinator    
Kim  McKnight  
  
Cemetery  Manager  
Gilbert  Hernandez  
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Historic  Designations:  Pursue  listing  on  the  National  
Register  of  Historic  Places  for  Evergreen  Cemetery,  
Plummers  Cemetery,  and  Austin  Memorial  Park  
Cemetery;  Historic  Texas  Cemeteries  designation  for  
Evergreen  and  Plummers.  

Grave  Ornamentation:  The  rules  process  is  proceeding  
separately,  but  will  be  brought  forward  concurrently  
with  the  master  plan.  

Funding  and  Revenue:  Move  Oakwood  Cemetery,  
Oakwood  Annex,  and  Plummers  Cemetery  out  of  the  
Enterprise  Fund  and  into  the  General  Fund.  Partner  with  
Save  Austin’s  Cemeteries  to  raise  money  for  cemetery  
projects.  

Partnerships  and  Programs:  Develop  strong  partnerships  
with  non-‐‑profit  organizations  and  local  schools  to  
research,  document,  and  interpret  Austin’s  history  
through  its  historic  cemeteries.  

Programming  and  Tourism:  Promote  cemetery  tourism,  
as  well  as  educational  and  recreational  (leisure)  
programs.  Establish  a  process  by  which  the  Cemetery    
Advisory  Committee  can  review,  approve,  and  manage  
co-‐‑produced  programming.  
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The City of Austin is 
proud to comply with 

the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 

If  you  require  assistance  for  
participation  in  our  programs  
or  use  of  our  facilities,  please  

call  (512)  974-‐‑9478.  

Our Mission 
The  purpose  of  the  Parks  and  
Recreation  Department  is  to  
provide,  protect,  and  preserve    
a  park  system  that  promotes  
quality  recreational,  cultural,  
and  outdoor  experiences  for  

the  Austin  community.    

Master Plan 
Adoption Process 

The  final  phase  of  the  Master  Plan  process  is  the  presentation  
of  the  draft  master  plan  to  various  City  boards,  commissions,  
and  City  Council.    

At  most,  if  not  all,  of  these  presentations,  you  will  have  the  
opportunity  to  participate  in  the  public  hearing  portion  of  
that  meeting.  We  encourage  everyone  who  is  interested  to  
attend  these  meetings,  and  we  will  publish  a  schedule  of  
meetings  as  soon  as  that  is  established.    

So  far,  we  are  planning  to  present  to  the  following  groups:  

❀    Urban  Forestry  Board  

❀    Land,  Facilities,  and  Programs  Committee  of  Parks  and  
Recreation  Department  (PARD)  Board    

❀    Historic  Landmarks  Commission  

❀    PARD  Board  

❀    Planning  Commission  

After  presenting  to  the  Planning  Commission,  we  will  make  
all  final  revisions,  based  on  comments  received  from  these  
groups,  and  then  present  to  City  Council.  

Please  note  that  the  Rules  and  Regulations  Update  process  
will  take  place  concurrently,  but  will  brought  forth  in  
conjunction  with  the  master  plan.  

If  you  have  additional  feedback  on  the  plan,  please  contact  
Kim  McKnight  (PARD  Project  Coordinator):    

• Email  kim.mcknight@austintexas.gov  
• Call  512-‐‑974-‐‑9478    
• Send  a  letter  to  PARD,  Attn:  Kim  McKnight,    

P.O.  Box  1088,  Austin,  Texas  78767-‐‑1088  

Or  call  the  Austin  3-‐‑1-‐‑1  line  and  share  your  opinions.  
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The  City  of  Austin  
Cemetery  Master  Plan  

For  more  information  about  public  
meetings  at  which  the  draft  Master  
Plan  will  be  presented,  please  visit  

http://www.austintexas.gov/  
department/cemeteries  

City  of  Austin  Parks  and  Recreation  Department  


